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Following the arrival in Palestine of Archimandrite Leonidas, Soviet

- eeclesiagtical representative, members of the clergy who are loyal tc the

old Russian Orthodox Church repeatedly were invited by Leonidas to take
part in services which ie was conducting at the Russian Cathedral within
the Russian Compound, Two marbers of the Russian Ecclesiastical lission,

- Deacon Hefody Popovich and the monk, Nikefor Faswala (Fasala), consistently

refused to participate in such services, informant states,

- O0n 19 Degember 1948 an I[sraeli officer Served notice on the two

clergymen that they were being transferred within 2 hours to the Arzb
Refugee Compound in Bakata, Upon their earnest pleass of illness they
were allowed a repriewe, but on 21 December they were moved to the
Upper Baka'a Compounds All documents, papers, ebce, in their possession
were taken from theme
. 25X1X6
Agcording to current prectice, the two men, as they are in destitute
circunstances, are entitled to a relief payment of &I 0,110 daily, F
‘ o0 Major Maurice Basson, Military Governor of the Southern

Jerusalen district, in whose Jurisdiction the refugee camp is located,

suggested that the two clergymen be given &P 5,000 per month each, his 25X1X6

deputy, Joshua Simon, replied, "We must firs what the Soviet Legation
has to say about this,® the two men are receiving
blankets, food, etce, from their ne ors in the refugee compound,

25X1X6

Father Miletiy, member of the Russian Orthodox clergy, apparently is
emaining in the Russian Corpound, according to informant, who adds that
1% is yumored that Miletiy has acquiesced to Archimandrite Leonidas!
insistent invitations to partake in services conducted by Leonidas and
that, possibly, he is regarded by the Soviet representative as a convert,
One other priest, or a monk, is still with Father Mlletiy, informant statese®

5e biographical ipformation on Mefody
povich and Nikefor Faswalas Docuient No. 0 25X1X6
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e ‘Me;‘.‘ody %opo‘nch was born in the Ca.rpa' ian Mountainge
‘He 18 38 years old and has been in Palestine singe 1935,

prda ?—Wd by Bishop Anastasy (now mtmgolltan *.

. l&mnich); He wanta to go to the United Stetes,

is, persq kmovm to Archbishop Vitaly of
and Jerno of Detroife

25X1A68s ;Nikefom Fagvala, (r asala) wes born in Bessarabis. He is
76 years old and has been in Palestine since 1938.
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